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The RSPB wor
farmers and crofters every year.

RSPB advisors involved in delivering advice to
farmers on over 100,000 hectares of agricultural land



~ire risk to blanket pland and lowland
neaths

| oss of suitable habitat for amphibians,
wintering waterfowl and breeding waders
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soon a pring,
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if it is availab ieve this is to
‘store’ on-site by incre ater levels - an extra
10cm of water gives an additional month of wetness
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inadequate water. eted could be the

best for breeding waders historically.



feeding
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relation to seaso

Conditions created in dry Springs should be seen as an
opportunity to ‘re-fresh” habitats.

, largely in
ater levels.



* Hydro

Effectiveness

— Make limite abitat repair

and restoration.

— Reverse damage to river morphology by
shallowing, narrowing, creating meanders, riffles

* Bigger, higher quality wetlands and habitat
patches (Futurescapes, Living landscapes, NIAs)
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Ecological Restoration
Zones:

Restore or create new high
value areas so that ecological
functions and species
populations can be restored.

They should complement,
connect or enhance existing
core areas.

Restoration area

Stepping stone corridor

L

Buffer zone

Sustainable use area

Components of ecological network (Lawton 2010)
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Ham Wall, Avalon Marshes, Somerset



e Acce ucing

abstrac ivers and
wetlands

* Improve water quality by tackling agricultural
diffuse pollution and WWTW discharges

» Stop/limit pump drainage in drought periods —
retaining more water in the landscape for
longer
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* 3 million hectares drained in Victorian
period (arterial and tile drainage)

* 1970-1985: 300,000 ha of wet grassland
lost
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, "<¥ [l England is pump drained

Si-THE

Maintains conditions for dry-land intensive
farming in former wetland basins and
coastal levels

Over 500 pumping stations, 22,000 km of
watercourse






overland
— Arable to ch
— Woodland and scrub
— Arable to heathland

* Reduce intensity of land-use above aquifers

— Hard panned soils and reduced organic matter = fast
overland flow and reduced infiltration

— Reduce stock numbers
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* Prom (Ponds,
wet hollo

* |n ‘Protected Areas’ (drinking water and
nature conservation) land should be managed
for biodiversity, water quality and water
provision as a priority






